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OTTAWA—The federal Conserva-
tive government says it will no
longer fund women's groups
that do advocacy, lobbying or
general research.
The drastic change to the man-

date and operation of Status of
Women Canada also drops the
word "equality" when listing the
agency's goals.

Previous objectives such as
helping women's organizations
participate in the public policy
process and increasing the pub-
lic's understanding of women's
equality issues have been elim-
inated from government liter-
ature.

Organizations that receive
funding from the Trudeau-era
agency were stunned.
"When you look at this Con-

servative government's policy
it's like, 'Be good girls, be quiet.'
It's shocking really," said Moni-
ca Lysack of the Child Care Ad-
vocacy Association of Canada.

Groups initially thought the
agency's core program had es-
caped the axe during a govern-
ment-wide spending review
that was announced last week,
when only the administrative
side of Status of Women Canada
was cut.

But they were told this week by
Status of Women Minister Bev
Oda that they would no longer
be able to receive funding for
projects that involved advocacy
work, lobbying of the govern-
ment or general research, as
part of new terms and condi-
tions for grants.

Oda was not available for com-
ment yesterday.
But last week she made refer-

ence to the changes in the Com-
mons.

"The new terms and condi-
tions are consistent with our
commitment to accountability
and value for money," the min-
ister said.

"Canadian women know the
value of a dollar. They know
what good use of hard-earned
money means."

Government watchers say the
changes are indicative of a move
away from "government-
funded lobbying,” in favour of
results-oriented projects.

Alia Hogben, exective
director of the Canadian
Council of the Muslim
Women , argues that without
government funding, her
group would never have
successfully struck down the
use of Muslim sharia law in
Ontario family court cases.

"That makes it very difficult,
because if you don't lobby and
you don't advocate, you're not
going to make systemic chang-
es," said Hogben.

The changes were welcomed
by REAL Women Canada, a so-
cially conservative group that
has been advocating the total
elimination of the federal agen-
cy.

"If a group can't support itself
and its lobbying activities across
the country, then it just isn't a
grassroots organization and
shouldn't be funded by the tax-
payer," said vice-president
Gwendolyn Landolt.
Also in the new terms for

grants is a statement of objec-
tives for the women's program.
A1993 document said the pro-

gram supported organizations
that sought to "advance equality
for women by addressing wom-
en's economic, social, political
and legal situation." The new
stated objective is to "facilitate
women's participation in Cana-
dian society by addressing their
economic, social and cultural
situation through Canadian or-
ganizations."

Needing cash
Some groups that have re-
ceived funding from Status
of Women Canada:

? Canadian Council for
Muslim Women
? Canadian Federation of
University Women
? Canadian Feminist Alli
ance for International Ac
tion
? Canadian Research In
stitute for the Advance
ment of Women
? Child Care Advocacy
Association of Canada
? Community Microskills
Development Centre
? Calgary Immigrant
Women's Association
? Disabled Women's Net
work
? Federation des Femmes
du Quebec
? National Association of
Women and the Law
? Native Women’s
Association of Canada
? Table des Groupes de
Femmes de Montréal
? YWCA Canada


