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Move stuns sharia foes, supporters

» McGuinty frem 41

U;zulla b the next election, the
E. lem won't go away .., Ar

tration will continue anyway,
hrmwe it is part of our social

‘]! Mn"mnly is worried about
women abuse,” Elmasry said,
“then recognieiing and regulat-
kg arbltration ks much better
than the s hos procedure that
s currently happening because,
when you regulate it, there is
transparency and sccountahili-

A representative from Ontar-
Io's Jewish community alse ex-
|:|:uaed surprise al MeGuinty's

"\Mc"\- stunned,” said Joel Ri-
chler, Ontario region chairman
of the Canadian Jewish Con-

gress.

“Al the very least, we would
have thoaght the government
would have consulted with s
befare taking away what we've
had for so many years”

Richler said the current
tiem — in plave since 1992 5
worked well and he saw no rea-
son for it to be changed for ei-
ther his os other religious com-
munities.

“If there have heen any peab-
lems fowing from any rbbin-
Ical court tholu I'm net

awnre of them.” he sak

Thnlm:ﬂnn 1kely will not af-

ot marriage tribunals of the

Cathalic Church, which sinply
decide whether a marriage was
“sacrametitally vabid” sasd Su-
zanne Scorsone, spokesperson
for the Archidiocese of Toronto,
Such tribunals do not sccess the
Arbitration Act bocause they do
ot deal with lssues such as cus-
tody, property division or sup-
part payments, she sald.

Members of the Canadian
Counetl of Muskim Women who
had met just yestorday 1o plot
their next move in fighting fur-
ther begalization of sharin Lo,
were um-,umi at MeGuinty's

'\’\v\.‘l!!‘.lllllldhh:l]l:l’.&ll It's
such good news. It's remark-
abbe. We're very happy because
it'sbeenadifficult fight, We gota
lot of flak from other \(m s
who called us Isl

Just hours before MeGuinty

why terrarize

writer June

Callwoos, actress Shirdey Doug-
Ins and other prominent Cana-
inn women biad, as 3 group, is-
sued an open better to him on
behalfl ul' llw No Religious Ar-

bitration Coalition.
Elated. Callwood and Douglas
wore full of prajse fisr McGuinty.

“Wow, that's brilliant'™ said
Callwood. “Somany women and
alotofmen, too,

sabd Nuzhat Jafrl, a spokeswo-
mian for the group.

“It was way oo complicated
for the government to allow
faith-based arbitration. Most
[adths, whither we like it or not.
m“ net falr to women because

ey are based on n patriarchal
|r.ui|mn
Banning all religiows arbitra-
thom s an* :qm: o

d. “To single out Muslims
would have been discrimi

‘was going 1o be a disaster. To do
it kn one big stroke is wonderfull
1t provides consistency™
MoGuinty's decision “will be
.hl‘cr\tdamulld the workl,” sakd
Callwood. Dauglns was equally
cﬂ'u:m- “It’s tesrific. Dalton
MeGuinty has made 2 move he
will b prowd of for a long time”
Expanding legal use of sharia
would have been o Im;ae il
bodmnzd woamen - b(‘lﬂl

peoph\nlh Ill-n-lhu of insecu-
Any? I'm ‘HJ pleased he's dis-

continuing the others as well
Religion has o place in
r the 1991 Arbiteation

Act, sharia law is abready legal in
the provinee so lorg asboth par-
ties agree to its use and the ar-
bitrators” decisions do nat vie-
late Canadian

lawe, Aboriginal,
Christian anal Jewish tribunals
hanve operating similarily under
rhe act for the past 14 years,
Because of copcerns over ex-
i indis-

Liberal inaction on the matter
infuristed and frustrated sup-
porters and opponents of reli-
gior, s tribanals,

| he was “very disappointed” t

“Omtarians will always hove
the rght to seek advice from

| anyone in matters of family ko,

Including religious advice. But
no longer will religious arbitra-
tion be deciding matters of fam-
Hy law," MeGuinty told CP.

th opposition parties said

| they supported an end to reli-

gious tribunals, but panned the

wary the premier came to it
Progressive Conservative

it

MeGuinty woul

“This appears to have been

| drawn up on a noapkin — 420

pomon a Sunday mnuan:;l’?f

o lmmbrmaklmupmu]w

h‘zll? MPP Fﬂﬂ Kormas (Ni-
agara Centre) said he was
m:mglh \a:n ﬁ?mnmmﬁ
e

religious
g fesues
But Kormes eriticized the pre-
miber “fos allowing this to fester.

8¢ Hisdelays, his hioad-in-the

demonstrations were held in

Montreal and abroad in Am-

sterdam, Paris and Rome.

The premier told Cnnadmn

Press sisch religious arbitrat

“threaten  our
und,”

pute ion, the Liberals

asked Boyd, whose government
‘-:rmmww relighots ar-
bitration, to review the ssue.
Since December, the govern-
ment has gat on Boyd's nepart,
iy

&8 pos-
sible” luomhwllmm.

Sources told the Toranto Star

MeGuinty came to the conclu-
sion he had to probibit all tribu-

nals after a meﬂml last

retaining
sharin law and other religiows

"

the (falth) . . this is xm1pe|‘w

as an option to re-
salve fanilial disputes such as

-Gon-
eral Michael Bryant, who has
been wrestling with the tricky

A

Essue for months, Bryant could
| not

comment.

appraach has provoked a debate
and

here was much pressure
I‘mm the 17-member Liberal
men's eaucus to

common w

Liberal MPP Kathleen
(Dan Valley West), one ol lIu:
members urging prohibition of
religious tribunals, was “re-
lieved" at the decision.



