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Jennifer Rodger plays Santa along with her students as they prepare to shower the disadvantaged family they "adopted" for Christmas
with gifts. The Grade 8 students at John English Junior Middle School in Etobicoke raised $1,200 in cash and goods.
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Unlike most teachers, French
immersion instructor Jennifer
Rodger isn't going home with an
armload of presents this holiday
season.
But while the space under her

Christmas tree may be bare,
Rodger's heart is full.

The teacher from John En-
glish Junior Middle School in
Etobicoke asked her class of
Grade 8 students not to bother
giving her gifts. She didn't need
any more candles, bars of soap

or bottles of lotion.
She asked her students instead

to donate the money to a family
in need.
"Our lives are filling up more

and more with clutter ... nice
things, but not really things that
we need," Rodger said.
Through the YWCA, the class

adopted a family: a single moth-
er with a 6-year-old daughter
and 3-year-old son.
Rodger's students rallied to

the cause and raised $1,200 in
cash and goods. They went on a
shopping trip to Cloverdale
Mall and bought everything on
the family's wish list, plus more.
A bike was purchased for the
girl; the boy got a Lego pirate
ship, and Mom got some pots
and pans.

The whole family got winter
clothes and Mom even got a day
at the spa
"This is so much more mean-

ingful to me. I think charity is so

important, and I feel as though I
haven't done enough of it in my
life," Rodger said.

"I really wish I could see all
their faces when they open their
gifts," said student Kristin Fran-
cis, 13.

"It helps out other people,"
said student Barry Bedard-
Kung, who donated $5.
 "I felt really good because I
knew these people wouldn't get
much from anywhere else," re-
marked student Kathryn Clark,
13.
The idea of "adopting" for the

holiday is becoming a tradition
for employees at the Bank of
Montreal. The bank workers
are adopting 60 children from
Regent Park this Christmas,
largely thanks to the initiative
of one employee, computer
analyst Geeta Mathew-
Peterson.
"I run up and down the tower
and beg people to take a child.

Do you have a tale of a random act
of kindness that you would like to
share with readers? Tell us your
story at thestar.com/speakout

I send out mayday messages,
saying, 'I have a 6-year-old
who wants a Barbie doll,'"
Mathew-Peterson said,
explaining how she amasses
presents for all the children.

She works with the Toronto
Kiwanis Boys and Girls Club,
which hooks her up with fami-
lies in need. Each child gets to
create a wish list of three toys.
The families also receive vouch-
ers for groceries.

This is Mathew-Peterson's
15th year of making Christmas
nicer for children in Regent
Park, with the help of her fellow
employees, she said.

"People don't mind giving
when they know where it's go-
ing."


