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News

At Camp Tapawingo, girls rule
Fresh Air Fund
Phooey to co-ed
camp, kids say

Here, there's a
sense of freedom
VIVIAN SONG
STAFF REPORTER

HUNTSVILLE, ONT.-That Cyndi Lauper
hit it on the nail in the 1980s.
Her women's anthem "Girls Just

Wanna Have Fun" couldn't have been
played at a more fitting place than at
the YWCA's Camp Tapawingo. About
120 girls aged 6 to 15 cranked up girlie
tunes, played with each other's hair and
walked around in unmatched bikinis
without a care in the world.

"Everything's fun here because there
are no boys. Boys are annoying," said 8-
year-old Greer Hope, who sat waiting
her turn for counsellor Robyn Love to
braid her blond tresses.
"Yeah, like we can walk to the showers

in only our towels," her friend Maeve
Johnston, also 8, piped up.
It's Cottage Day at Tapawingo in Par-

ry Sound, where the girls are free to do
whatever they want and aren't bound
by a strict program. Cottage Days hap-
pen about twice a week. The girls have
spread beach towels across the sprawl-
ing front lawn of the dining hall, which
overlooks Georgian Bay. Under the
shade of a tree, three are making brace-
lets, while others are reading fashion

TANNIS TOOHEY/TORONTO STAR

Jocelyn Howell, Sophie Beaton, 8, and Aleks Sagana, a junior counsellor, take the plunge into the deep end of the lake swim
area at all-female Camp Tapawingo, near Parry Sound, during a free swim time last week.
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Johnston, also 8, piped up.
It's Cottage Day at Tapawingo in Par-

ry Sound, where the girls are free to do
whatever they want and aren't bound
by a strict program. Cottage Days hap-
pen about twice a week. The girls have
spread beach towels across the sprawl-
ing front lawn of the dining hall, which
overlooks Georgian Bay. Under the
shade of a tree, three are making brace-
lets, while others are reading fashion
magazines. In another area, some of the
junior girls are writing in their journals
under the late afternoon sun, while half
a dozen older girls are playing guitars
and singing old Beatles tunes. And
down below, dots of white swimming
caps bob in and out of the warm, invit-
ing water that's so clear toes peek
through.

Camp Tapawingo is one of 98 summer
camps subsidized by the Star's Fresh
Air Fund, which helps 25,000 children.
When the spirit of the Spice Girls, Av-

ril Lavigne, Beyonce and Christina
Aguilera move them, the girls dance
unabashedly on the lawn and sing
along — something they wouldn't feel
free to do with boys in the picture, says
Jessie-Ann Eaines.

"I find I feel like I can do more, I don't
feel any pressure," the 15-year-old said.
"I'm not so afraid of making a fool of
myself. You can be louder and sing a lot
more."
Counsellor Meg Atkinson agrees, say-

ing there are some other more practical
perks to an all-girls camp.

"You can wear dirty clothes and have
hairy armpits. Some people don't put a
brush to their hair the entire time
they're here," the 18-year-old said.

Though the camp boasts no boys, they
do creep up here and there, late at night
when the girls are supposed to be sleep-
ing, as is inevitable among 13-year-olds.

"All we do is talk about boys," Lauren
Mercurio-Smith, 13, said.
For Tahirah Stanley, 14, Tapawingo

has taught her to celebrate woman-
hood and to never underestimate "girl-
power."

"My mom is a single mother with 10
kids. I have eight brothers and a sister,
ranging from 22 to 6," she said. "I ad-
mire how strong she is and that she
sticks to her morals."
If you have a story to share, please e-

mail tkamlani@thestar. ca.
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