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At Camp Tapawingo, girls rule, okay?
No boys here to poke
fun during the dance
and drama classes

BY GAIL SWAINSON
STAFF REPORTER

PARRY SOUND — At Camp Ta-
pawingo, the show must go on. And
on and on and on and on.

"They have a variety show after
each session and sometimes it goes on
for hours and hours because each kid
wants to be in two or three things,"
sighs Liz Greenway, manager of
camping services for the YMCA,
which operates Tapawingo.

A group of campers is practising for
the Really Big Shew with dance in-
structor Loretta Wong, in moves cal-
culated to bring out the swan in even
the most committed tomboy.

The girls pirouette on a half-dozen
collision courses to the recorded
sounds of Lucy Pearl, laughing at their
own sometimes ungainly attempts to
play the coquette.

And the best thing about Tapawin-
go is that there are no boys on this
campus to poke fun — at Camp Ta-
pawingo, girls rule.

In its 71st year, the all-girls summer
camp is one of the few of its type still
operating in Ontario, Greenway says.

As well as dance and drama —
which is a specialty at the camp — the
girls do everything from wall climbing
to canoeing and kayaking.

The 12-metre-high climbing wall is
a no-wuss zone, where campers learn
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to overcome their fears and rise to a
challenge. As 11-year-old Jamie Gar-
butt scrambles up the daunting wall,
her camp mates shout instructions
and encouragement.

"Put your right hand on the green
one, now use the orange one on your
left-hand side," one shouts, while an-
other yells, "Go Jamie."

Jamie pulls herself up the final
rungs and rings a bell at the very top.

"That was pretty scary," Jamie said
later. "There weren't really enough
rocks to hold on to."

Tapawingo is one of 37 residential
and 50 day camps supported in part
through generous donations from
Star readers to the Fresh Air Fund.

About 30 per cent of Tapawingo's
campers are there on full or partial
"camperships, made possible in part
through the donations.

The Star is celebrating the 100th an-
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GO, JAMIE: Jamie Garbutt, 11, seeks out her next hold on a 12-metre climbing wall at Camp Ta-
pawingo as her fellow campers cheer her from below. •

niversary of the Fresh Air Fund this
year by seeking a record $470,000 to
send 20,000 disabled, sick, special-
needs or disadvantaged kids to camp.
. Please make your cheque payable
to The Toronto Star Fresh Air Fund,

One Yonge St., Toronto, Ont, M5E
1E6. Donations can also be made by
VISA or MasterCard by calling 416-
869-4847.

The Star does not authorize anyone
to solicit donations for the fund.
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